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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

  Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
July 19, 2018 

 
MR. JOHN GREENWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 
27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384  
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1406515-000 
Subject: Cattle Mutilations 
(1908 to Present) 

 
Dear Mr. Greenwald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Below you will find informational paragraphs relevant to your request.  
Please read each item carefully. 

 
Enclosed are 7 pages of previously processed documents and a copy of the Explanation of 

Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 
 
Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 

release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for this request, you may 
request an additional search for records.  Submit your request by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 
Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number 
in your correspondence.   
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard notification 
that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do 
not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following web 
site:  https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be 
easily identified. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 

 
 
 
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 

Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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PRECEDENCE: 

D Immediate 

D Priority 

D Routine 

FBI 

CLASSIFICATION: 

0 TOP SECRET 
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' Date 10/31/79 . 
-MU~-----------------------------------~--~----------11 i~ 

/!t 

b7D 

b7C 

b7D 

TO: 

FROM: ) (P) 

SUBJECT j DNSW; utiliations 
1~. ----=---~~ 

OQ: Bureau~V 

0n , otao ':9 I 
telephonically 

advised the Butte 0 fice of the FBI that h1s office 1s 
invest[g&ting approxim,tely 12 cases of cattle mutiliations 
in the_ _ area. A helicopter is being used 
for the purpose of lifting cattle from one area to the 
other and then at the location where the cattle are placed, 
mutiliations are performed, such as removing the sex organs 
of the animal or the brains, or, in some cases, only bleeding 
of the animal with no further removal of organs. He advised 
that the meat has apparently not been taken for use. 

I ~advised that witnesses have ob-
served the helicopter in t e area and actually transporting 
carcasses. The helicopter has been described as a Bell 47, 
gun metal gray in color, with black letters on the side of 
the body. The first two digits in the legjstration nnJDbjr· 
are "NZ", no further numbers observed. _ _ 

,-Dised that the fi;~::ar0:: '3'~n~;~;h= "it~ 
~ Bureau (AM) / V ! ··-·. 
'--i"- Oklahoma City (AM)~ - ---- -. 

2 - Butte 
HWB/mhs 5 NOV 2 1979 
(6) 

b7C 

Ap Transmitted --,-,-------:----:-=:-:---:----
<Numberl (Time) 



b7C 

b 7D 

b7C 

b7D 

BT #163-

' ., • 
UNSUB; cattle Mutiliati:i!ns 

'~J.L 

of United States ·registry •. He has inforlllation that this 
helicopter has been employed in the Butte, Montana, area, 
probably as a crop"duster. Tlle·pilot of helicopter is des-
cribed as: · · 

described 

Race 
Sex · 
Hair·· 
Eyes 
Complexion 
-Age 
Remarks 

White 
Male 
Blonq 
Blue · 
Weathered 
Approximately 30 - 35 years 
Has FU~Man-Chu mustache 

The second indi~itlual operating the helicopter is 
. ..,.._,~-:~f:C 

as: 

Race 
Sex 
Age,. 
Hair 
Complexion 
Remarks 

. ...,.tii·~·· 

White 
.. Male 
Early 30~ . 
Dark, st:r~Jght 
Dark 
Wears. a red and white 

bandanna around his neck; 
Smokes 'Cigarell.o-type 

cigarettes 

I requested that the FBI attempt to 
determine~-t~hr-e-r-.e-g~1-:-. s-t~r-a-t~1-:-. o_n .... , if possible, of. the helicppter, 
which may have been working in tQe Butte,, Montana, area in 
the recent past and attempt to dewermine the identities of 
the two individuals apparently.y!-~perati.ng ·this helicopter in 
the Butte, Montana,! I 

It is recalled that a helicopter s~milar to the 
one in question was· observed at Wise River, Montana, on 
1?/28/79J and two individfals somewhat matcning the description~. 
g1ven by_ _were observed at · Wise River, Montana. 

I . la4vised he dges not desire that 
the indiv1dua.ls. 1n question be, :i,~t~rviewed at this time, 
if they should be identified, l:>Ji:t r.ather their identification 

·-~~;~~\%. . 

- 2 -
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· BT #163- UNSUB:; : Cattle Mtitil;i:'atiens 
-·~:. ·::~~' 

- ~ -;.t' •.. -~ 

LEADS 

OKLAHOMA CITY D.1VX,SION 

AT OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA _ ·' 

AttE;lmpt to det.e:riJiinE:l if it :i,s. "possible to identify 
a Be 11 47 be li:Copte:r, w~;~\._ell· allegedly .has been operating iri · 
the Alberta, Canada, . and' Butte, Montana, areas, only identi-
fying digits "NZ'1• · · 

·BUTTE DIVISION 

AT .WISE !liVER, MONTANA 

Will attempt t ,o identify the . individuals observed 
servicing a helicopter on 10/28/79. 

AT BUTTE·, .MONTANA 
. . . 

At the . Butte Municipa,J"A1rport, Tower and FAA facility, 
will attempt to identify the opei;,ators of" ·a ae·11 47' Helicopter. 
which may have been operating in the ~utte area. 

. : .,_ 3* .:: 

·-;. 

{' 
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TRANSMIT_ VIA: 
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IX! Airtel 

...... ....... 
"' (-... 
'\ 

.. . •····- - - .... 

FBI 

PRECEDENCE: 

D Immed.iate 

D Priority 

0 P. "lltine 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

-
. ... .......... -.--.--- .. 

r") ·' ~· 

CLASSIFICATION: 

0 TOP SECRET 

0 SECRET. 

0 CONFIDENTIAL 

0 EFTO 

0 CLEAR 

Date 11/13/79 

SAC, OKLAHO~~ CITY (163-253) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: 

b7C 
00: BUREAU 

Re Butte airtel 10/31/79. 
b7D 

On Novembgr 8, 1979, I I 'Security, 
Federal Aeronautical Administration, ~Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, advised that there are no United S~ates · 
registered helicopters with prefix digits "N4". AMENDS 
stated that he did check the 600 or 700 registered Bell-" 
47 helicopters, and found none \vith "NZ" as either thE!· .. ·} 
prefix or suffix of their registration numbers. ~.· ... / 

\~ureau 
CP-Butte 
1-0klahoma City 
HBP:rgs 
(4) 

6~DECl8.19l9 
Approved: ------~- Transmitted ___,..,,...---,---="""'"---,---- Per ____ ~ 

<Number) (Time) .F.BI/OOJ 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

b7D 

5010·110 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 •. -

. .:~-­
~ .. ~ ..... ~-~- · 

JULY 1973 EDITION " 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 i : 

UNITED STATES GOVEK.NMENT 

Memorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI (163-47236) DATE: 1/9/80 

SAC, BUTTE (163-552) (RUC) 

. UNSUB; 
~Cattle Mutn atirs, 

b7D 

00: Bureau 

Re Butte airtel to the Bureau, 10/31/79. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of Butte 
letter t dated 1/9/80. 

All logical investigation has been conducted in 
~atter. Telephonic contact has been maintained with 

· l.____llnd confirmed by enclosed letter. 

No further investigation being co-nducted and this 

{··~~- .. ... matter is being placed in an RUC status. ~· 

I~ 
®- Bur~_au 
1 - Butte 
HWB/amg 
(3) 

{Co 3-4 7::<.3 (p - J 
-c:;;;:::n ::==:J cx:::=:::;.:::--=.__-.r c~_.,;~-:-"' ·-
~ JM~ ]419?0 

·. - I 

~- J L."-.J:.._J L:.::::---~ ---- - ... 
_,-

'S 

f
~ -
.. ;!'~€)·~··'. ~ : ./-· ,, ' l 
r t; :;.. . .... ~; -

~ 9 JAN 211 1980 · 
. · Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- in Reply, Please R4er to 

FUeNo. 
P. 0. Box #607 
Butte, Montana 59701 
January 9, 1980 

b7C 

b7D 
Attention: 

Re: CATTLE MUTILATIONS 

I ~· 
Dear Sir: 

This :ill confirm conversation of Special Agent I I of my office with I lof 
your office onecember 5, 1979, and wit~ 
on-January 8, 1980. ~--------------~ 

_ Investigation conducted in the United States has 
failed to identify a Bell_47 Helicopter, gun metal gray in 
color, bearing a registration prefix "NZ." 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) at Okla­
homa City, Oklahoma, advised there are no United States regis­
tered helicopters with prefix digits "NZ," or suffix digits 
"NZ." 

There have been numerous helicopters working in 
the Butte, Montana, area throughout the Summer and Fall of 
1979 primarily on oil exploration and pipeline construction; 
however, review of records at the Control Tower at the Butte 
Airport and fuel sales receipts at Butte Aero, the only 
fuel distributor at this airport, failed to reveal that a 
helicopter bearing a registration number containing the digits 
"NZ" has been fueled. 

Control Tower personnel and fuel truck operators 
have been alerted to advise this office of the future presence 
of any helicopter bearing the digits "NZ." 

I ts, 3 -- '(.? .;.?_3l0 -:.._3· 
. ·. . ~ . ·-~ 

• ':"·_.'_·.,··:1_ 



/ 
I 

· At this time, no further logical investigation re­
mains to be conJucted in the Unit~d States in this matter. 
However, if further investigation should become necessary, 
please do contact my office. · We areanxious to be of 
assistance to you. 

Very truly yours, 

JAY E. BAILEY 
Special Agent in Charge 

- 2* -
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